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colleagues who were forced to evacuate their 
offices in the World Financial Center the morn-
ing of the attacks. The purpose of the initiative 
was to check on the welfare and safety of as 
many of the headquarters staff (at their home 
phone numbers) as possible. 

During the initiative, the representatives’ 
commitment was steadfast. Sometimes they 
could not get through because telephone lines 
were down, or because they received a busy 
signal or no answer. The representatives, 
however, continued to return calls, day and 
night, as often as necessary until contact was 
made. Eventually, they were able to locate all 
but 11 New York employees who had been 
working in a client’s offices on the 94th floor 
of 1 World Trade Center. 

A group of specially trained American Ex-
press employees contacted the family mem-
bers of these employees. Their role was to 
offer any assistance to the families of those 11 
employees during this difficult time. Several 
days later, the Greensboro representatives 
were assigned to contact all of their N.Y. col-
leagues by phone again to invite them to an 
afternoon town hall meeting, hosted by Amer-
ican Express Chairman and Chief Executive 
Kenneth I. Chenault, at Madison Square Gar-
den on September 20. 

The response to the phone calls was over-
whelmingly positive. Some New York employ-
ees were so moved by the gesture that they 
wept tears of joy. A few of them had no family 
members, so they were especially grateful to 
receive the calls. All of them commented on 
how much they appreciated the caring, reas-
suring calls from other members of the Amer-
ican Express extended family hundreds of 
miles away. 

Employees at the American Express Service 
Center in Greensboro further demonstrated 
their concern for their New York colleagues in 
another way. They signed large banners with 
personal messages of hope, love and support. 
A few employees illustrated their messages 
with tiny American flags and hearts. On Octo-
ber 15, Greensboro employees shipped the 
colorful banners to the new quarters that the 
American Express Headquarters staff recently 
occupied in New York, New Jersey and Con-
necticut. As you can imagine, they were well 
received. 

The Sixth District of North Carolina has al-
ways been proud to be one of the homes of 
American Express. That pride is even stronger 
now that we know about the caring employees 
who work there. Congratulations to everyone 
in the American Express family for sticking to-
gether during difficult times. 

f 
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Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I would like my 
colleagues here in the United States House of 
Representatives to join me in paying tribute to 
a very special couple, David and Lois Hudson, 
who will be honored this weekend in Newark, 
New Jersey. Mr. Hudson has recently cele-

brated his 90th birthday and Mrs. Hudson her 
85th birthday. 

Married for over six decades, David and 
Lois Hudson are the proud parents of Dorothy 
Lee Bacon of Colonia, New Jersey and Betty 
Louise Smalls of Great Falls, Virginia and Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida and proud in-laws of Ros-
coe C. Bacon and Douglas T. Smalls. They 
also take great joy in their three grandchildren: 
Douglas Timothy Smalls, Jr. of Great Falls, 
Virginia; Sabrina Lynne Bacon of 
Randallstown, Maryland; and Kyle Erik Bacon 
of Owings Mills, Maryland. 

I had the pleasure of getting to know Mr. 
Hudson a number of years ago in the 1950s 
when we worked side by side at Port Newark, 
as I followed in the tradition of my father and 
grandfather who had both worked there during 
the late 1940s and throughout the next few 
decades. Mr. Hudson was a popular co-worker 
who established an excellent professional rep-
utation as the best Big Fork Lift Operator in 
the business. It was always great to see him 
and his wonderful wife Lois throughout the 
years. I was also fortunate to form a friendship 
with their daughter, Dorothy Lee Bacon, when 
we were both active in the NAACP Youth 
Councils and College Chapters. I also had the 
privilege of knowing Betty and Doug Smalls 
for many years and we reestablished our 
close ties when I came back to Washington, 
D.C. 

Mr. Hudson was born on October 29, 1911 
to William and Katie in Killian, South Carolina 
and raised in Blythewood, South Carolina. His 
early education took place in a two-room 
schoolhouse until the Great Depression re-
quired that he remain at home to help out. He 
became an active member of Bethel Baptist 
Church, serving as Sunday School Super-
intendent, Choir Leader, Deacon, and member 
of the Usher Board. In 1937, he joined the 
Tabernacle Baptist Church in Newark, where 
he served as President of the Choir, President 
of the Gospel Chorus, and Chairman of the 
Deacon Ministry. His career at the Atlantic 
Terminal in Port Newark, where he served on 
the Local Union 825 Negotiating Committee, 
began in March of 1937 and continued until 
his retirement in 1976. He was a member of 
the St. James Lodge, The Royal Arch Chapter 
#4, the Shriners Temple and The Rebecca 
Court. 

Mrs. Hudson was born in Blythewood, South 
Carolina where she attended Bethel Baptist 
Elementary School. After her marriage, she 
was also active in the Tabernacle Baptist 
Church, serving on the Young Women’s Guild; 
the Gospel Chorus; the Missionaries; the Will-
ing Workers, the Women’s Ministry; and in the 
position of Church Clerk and currently, Dea-
coness. Trained as an Operation Room Tech-
nician, Mrs. Hudson worked at Union Hospital 
in New Jersey for seven years, the second Af-
rican American to hold that position. For sev-
eral years, Mr. and Mrs. Hudson owned and 
operated Watson Avenue Seafood Market in 
Newark and were also the proprietors of Dav- 
Lo’s Restaurant. She contributed her time and 
talent to her community through volunteer 
work in positions such as Air Raid Warden, 
Finger Printing Technician, ambulance driver 
for the Roselle Volunteer Ambulance Corpora-
tion and member of the Roselle Service Wom-
en’s League. 

Mr. Speaker, let us send our congratulations 
and best wishes to this remarkable couple, Mr. 
and Mrs. Hudson, and wish them continued 
health and happiness. 
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Mr. McGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the fifth and sixth grade students and 
faculty members at the Berlin Memorial 
School. In memory and recognition of the 
thousands of men and women who have 
bravely served our country, they are holding a 
special Veteran’s Day program on November 
2, 2001. 

The students, teachers, and Principal Ellen 
Power have dedicated a lot of time and en-
ergy into making the program a truly special 
event. The students have learned more about 
our veterans by interviewing men and women 
who have served our country in the Armed 
Forces during World War II, the Korean War 
and the Vietnam War. Many of the students 
have chosen to interview grandparents and 
other family members and in doing so have 
learned so much about, not only their country, 
but about their own family as well. 

This program has enabled the community of 
Berlin to come together and celebrate Vet-
eran’s Day with posters and displays involving 
the students, Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, the 
school band and the veterans. Berlin Post-
master Heidi Salmon will unveil the new U.S. 
Veteran’s Day Postage Stamp as well. The 
program will be a fitting tribute to those that 
have served. 

It is with great pride that I recognize the stu-
dents and faculty at the Berlin Memorial 
School for all of their effort and hard work in 
honoring our veteran’s and the dedication they 
have made to our country. 
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TRIBUTE TO CAPTAIN TIM 

WILLIFORD

HON. KAREN L. THURMAN 
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 1, 2001 

Mrs. THURMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am here to 
pay tribute to the work of Captain Tim Williford 
who serves in the Florida division of the Sal-
vation Army. In the wake of the September 
11th attacks, he was called upon to assist his 
country. From September 20th until October 
2nd, Captain Williford served his nation by 
overseeing food distribution at a portion of the 
Pentagon crash site called Camp Unity. He 
also assisted the rescue workers at the site by 
procuring any supplies that they might need. 

For the past ten years, Captain Williford has 
helped those affected by disaster by serving 
as a member of the Salvation Army’s Disaster 
Emergency Response Team (DERT). As a 
member of this team, he is called upon to as-
sist anyone affected by crises. He has served 
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